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community to overcome homelessness, substance abuse

and mental health concerns. STEPH EN

Celebrating 40 Years of Help ® Hope ® Heroes center

For four decades, Stephen Center has been a sanctuary for

the most vulnerable, a beacon of hope and a testament to the
power of compassion. Each decade has unfolded a new chapter
in this story of love and dedication, opening doors and hearts to
those in desperate need.

In the 1980s, Marg Evans arrived at the Stephen Center, a
woman with a heart full of empathy and hands skilled in the
art of healing. Founder Sharon McNeil had sought her out,
recognizing Marg'’s exceptional experience in mental health
and substance abuse. Marg brought with her the vision and
expertise to develop a Chemical Dependency Program within
the Emergency Shelter. Her arrival marked the beginning of
a transformative era, as the center became a safe, sober, and
secure haven within the Omaha Homeless System.

Marg’s compassion knew no bounds. In the 1990s, she met
Maggie Nocita, a woman seeking refuge and support. Maggie's
spirit was weary, but her heart was pure. Marg saw in Maggie

a kindred soul, someone who could offer warmth and care to
others. Under Marg'’s encouragement, Maggie stayed on at

the Stephen Center, quickly becoming a mother-hen to the
ladies and children. Her selfless dedication and nurturing nature
earned her the affectionate title of “Mother Teresa of Stephen
Center.” For 33 years, Maggie has poured her heart into the
center, tirelessly giving back to the place that had once offered
her salvation.

In 2010, during a brutal snowstorm, Beth arrived at the Stephen
Center. She stood at the gates, barefoot and trembling, her tote
bag the only thing she possessed. Maggie, seeing the despair

in Beth's eyes, knew exactly what to do. She embraced Beth,

continued on page 3




From the Desk of the

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Dear Friends of Stephen Center,

As we celebrate Stephen Center’s 40th anniversary this year, | am honored to
introduce myself as the new CEO, stepping into this role on August 19, 2024.
| am deeply humbled to follow in the footsteps of our founders, Sharon and
Dick McNeil, and to be only the fifth CEO in this organization’s history. Their
vision, rooted in compassion, dignity, and respect for all, continues to inspire
the critical work we do today.

Though my background is rooted in fundraising and advancement, | had the
privilege of serving on the leadership team at Siena Francis House during

the pandemic. There, | worked alongside a dedicated team to navigate the
unprecedented challenges of providing services to those facing homelessness
and addiction. This experience reaffirmed my belief that empathy and genuine
concern must be at the heart of every service we provide.

Here at the Stephen Center, we are a reflection of how we treat our most vulnerable neighbors, friends, and
community members. Our mission, like the road to permanent housing, is not one that can be walked in
isolation. It is forged through partnership between our clients, our dedicated staff, and the most generous
community found right here in Omaha. Together, we create hope for a brighter future for all who come
through our doors.

As we continue celebrating this milestone anniversary, | am reminded daily of the responsibility | carry to
honor the legacy of the McNeil family while helping build the future of Stephen Center. The words “Hope,
Help, Heroes" inscribed over our door are not just a promise but a commitment—to you, our supporters,
and to every individual we serve. It is my great privilege to ensure that this commitment thrives for another
40 years and beyond.

Thank you for your unwavering support as we walk this path together.

In Service,
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offering her warmth, kindness, and the promise of

a new beginning. Beth, deeply moved by Maggie's
grace, began to emulate her mentor. She devoted

herself to the center, becoming a guiding light for

those who, like her, sought a second chance.

Beth's journey of redemption found its purpose in
2020 when she met Ashley. Ashley was fragile, barely
a year sober, and seeking hours for Drug Court. Beth
saw a glimmer of hope in Ashley’s eyes, a reflection
of her own past struggles. She took Ashley under

her wing, offering her the same unconditional love
and support she had received. Inspired by Beth and
Maggie, Ashley dedicated herself to helping others,

investing in relationships with those who were weary
and rebuilding her own family connections.

Today, Marg, Maggie, Beth, and Ashley stand as the
four pillars of the Stephen Center. Their love and
dedication radiate through the halls, touching the
lives of everyone they meet. For 40 years, Stephen
Center has been a place of peace and transformation,
for countless lives. Each person who walks through
our doors is met with open arms and hearts, finding
solace and the chance to rebuild their lives.

The story of Stephen Center is a story of compassion,
resilience, and the enduring power of love. It is a story
of women who have given their all to lift others from the
depths of despair, creating a ripple effect of kindness
and hope that will be felt for generations to come.

HELP - HOPE - HEROES



HEARTS THAT HEAL

Sharon McNeil

A note written in December 1984
by our founder and first Executive Director,

“A few days ago I was helping my daughter, who’s a high school
senior, with an English project on “The Merchant of Venice.” She
would skip around, reading a few lines here, a line or two there,
and we would share our ideas of what Shakespeare intended for the
reader to understand. It took me back to forty years ago (can that
be?) when I first read it. How different it sounds to me now when

I hear,

“The quality of mercy is not strained,

It droppeth as a gentle rain from heaven upon the place beneath.
It is twice blest—it blesseth him that gives and him that takes.
‘Tis mightiest in the mightiest.”

What majestic words! Now I say that—I'm sure way back in my senior
high days I had but the merest clue of how deep a truth these lines
tell us. Today I have seen that truth in living color.

Interestingly enough, back in 1983, when my husband and I started the project that turned into the
Stephen Center, we often debated what name the shelter should be called. He always wanted it to be the
Stephen Center. Stephen, you might recall, was the well known deacon and martyr of the early Christian
community. Moreover, he was chosen to look after the neglected needs of the widows and orphans.
(Homeless, maybe?) So my husband strongly (I thought quite stubbornly) argued the case that Stephen
was the obvious name for a shelter that aspired to look after the widows and orphans (homeless) of

our community.

Well, I wanted to call the shelter, would you believe it, Mercy House I Iove the word “Mercy“—it speaks to

me of kindness, compassion, benevolence, grace, blessing, forbearance; forgiveness, and all the best of what
makes us beings—human. Good case I built for my name, Mercy House. But, as you can see, this newsletter is
not called “The Latest Word from the Mercy House” so you can tell who chose to give in and show “Mercy.”

Well, all this brings me to what I really want to say—This is a season of Mercy. We always wish each other
Merry Christmas, but I suspect we actually mean “Mercy Christmas” in our hearts. Is it just me, or do you
t00, deeply long for Christmas to be a season of the joy to the world that comes with our showing mercy
and living out the kindness, compassion, grace, forbearance and certainly the forgiveness that we hope to
receive from those we love? I personally can no longer equate tinsel, expensive presents, sumptuous meals,
physical, mental exhaustion and stress with what I want this holy season to mean in my life and family.”
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A PATH TO

Hope and Recovery

Jodie arrived at Stephen Center in the winter of

2023 as a 32-year-old mother of two, struggling

with chronic homelessness, mental illness, substance
abuse, and a history of domestic and sexual abuse.
Child Protective Services had removed her children
from her custody for their own safety, and she was in
desperate need of support and a genuine opportunity
to turn her life around.

Determined to change, Jodie sought assistance
from Stephen Center, which provided not only basic
needs like shelter, food and clothing, but also case
management and supportive services to help her
create a pathway to success. She entered Stephen
Center's Pettigrew Emergency Shelter and, with her
case manager, developed a personalized case plan
addressing her unique needs including legal aid,
mental health and medication management.

In 2023 the average length of stay in our Emergency
Shelter was 41 days. Jodie, like a number of
emergency shelter clients, required more than 41
days to get to the root causes

Relationships, and Emotional Regulation, acquiring
tools to manage her emotions and build stable
relationships. These efforts were critical in helping
her gain emotional stability and independence. A
significant milestone in her recovery was moving
into a Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH)
apartment at Stephen Center, marking a transition
from temporary shelter to stable housing. This
supported her ongoing recovery and personal
development. Her comprehensive case plan has
been essential for outlining steps towards sustaining
housing and recovery. Building on this foundation,
Jodie has gained visits with her children and is
working on a plan to attain custody once again.
“Stephen Center is a place | never thought | would
come to. However, | did, and | have found a whole
new support system. | have been able to be a part
of things | thought I'd never be able to be a part
of. I've been able to blossom into my own person.
They've helped me gain visits with my children
again, and I'm so grateful for all they've done for
me,” said Jodie.

of what has continually led

her back to homelessness,
and develop the appropriate
supports to transition to stable
housing. Stephen Center

case managers worked with
Jodie on her goals. Through
Stephen Center referrals,
Jodie began to meet with

a therapist and psychiatric
practitioner, initiating a dual
approach to help with her
mental health. She attended
classes on Dialectical Behavior
Therapy (DBT), Healthy

HELP - HOPE - HEROES



The Latest Word

January 16, 2024 through
July 15, 2024

You can memorialize a loved one or pay tribute to someone
special in your life while helping those in need in our
community. When you make a Memorial or Honor Gift,
Stephen Center will send an acknowledgement card to the
family or honoree. Gifts are also recognized in this newsletter.
You may use the enclosed envelope to send your gift.
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Robert Mumm
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Albert Norman Sr
Dionne Holt

Albert Norman Sr
Robert Schrader
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Bob Payne
Mary Payne
Bob Payne
Mary Payne
Pattie Godek Placek
Dennis and Sandra Cihal
Joe Placzek
Linda A. Placzek
William Plowman
Irene Urzendowski
Laura Potter
David and Lynne Potter
Rita Ramm
Anonymous
Josephine Ballard
Yvonne Ballard
Christensen Lumber, Inc
James Coder
James and
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Carol Fenske
Holsten Drywallers, Inc
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Donna Lemmer
Jerry and Kenneth Patry
Michelle Perrotto
John P. Ramm
Ted Ramm
Mary Stroesser
Tim & Shelli Ferguson
Benny Toscano
Kathy Watson
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James Reardon
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Steve and Carol Bloch

Beverly Schanzer
Howard and
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Julie Springer
Edward Scott Kriegler Sr
Larry Gendler
FR Clifford Stevens
Gustav and Carol Dworak

our son, brother, and uncle,
Jared Sutton
Kristen Diaz
Fr. Gerry Walsh
Dale and
Kathleen Kaisershot
Leonard &
Josephine Wolfsbauer
Linda Schriner
Jeff Zaayer
David F. Rabideaux

Phyllis Barnett
J A McCoy PCA
Arlene Holly
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Rob & Mary Holmes
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Paul Stolinski
Barney McNeil
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John Ditto
Maggie Nocita
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Overton Foundation
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Cheryl B. Palu
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Henry and Frances Becerra
Tomasito Zyla
Henry and Frances Becerra

HELP - HOPE - HEROES



Donors

January 16, 2024 through
July 15, 2024

We are extremely grateful to our generous donors...

from the brand new to those who've been dedicated to
the Stephen Center mission for many years. We appreciate
every contribution and thank you for your generosity. We
apologize for any errors or omissions. Please let us know.
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Marilyn Bernardini

Susan & Thomas Biodrowski
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Peggy Clark
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John Dippel
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Eileen Dyer
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Grant & Danielle Empson
Martin Ertz
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Douglas & Julie Evans
Katherine Eytalis
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Sonja Felder

James Fenn

Chris Feuerbach

First Lutheran Church
Missouri Synod

Chad & Sara Fisher
William Fitzgerald
Michael Fitzwater
Pamela Fleming

Mark Flott

Phil Flott

Fort Crook Financial Company
Louisa Foster

Jackie Fox

Ashley Franco
Freightliner Truck Center
Kurtis L. Frickel

Beauty First
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Kroger/Dillon Stores
Major Plastics Inc
Kathryn Galas
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Lawrence & Sharon Heck
Scott & Jennie Heese
Kerry Heinrich

Frieda Helm

Madeline Henning
Angel Hernandez
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Brian Hilgenfeld
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Joan Hill

Frank & Carol Hilt
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Peggy Hinkle

Gilbert M. & Martha H.
Hitchcock Foundation

Brady Hoefer

John Hogberg

Mark Hogberg

John Hoich

Harlan & Lucy Holmes
Jack Holmes

Alfred Holzapfel Jr.
Chad Horsham
Damian Howard
Grant & Sharon Hrabovsky
Keith & Lori Huffman
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Mike & Lauren Hupp
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Marketing Services

John & Gretchen Jackson
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Daniel Jaksich &
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Christine Jeffrey
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Ken & Linda Johnson
Margaret A. Johnson
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Mike & Debby Kaipust

Dean and
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John Keady
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Charles & Annabelle Keene
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Robert & Maura Kellar

Tim & Patricia Kelley
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Thomas & Mary Kisicki
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Steven Koch
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Jennifer Korensky

Mary Kosiski-Flynn
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Ralph & Carol Kramper
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Jackie & Trent Larson

Larry Larson
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Leon Leishman
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Lorie & Donald Lewis
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Phil & Sheryl Lieber

Gina & Chris Limmer

Lois Linden

Lacey Locklear

Lisa Lockovic

Patricia Lontor

Daniel J. Lorkovic

Mary Loth

Lozier Foundation

Beth L. Lu

Tom Lucas

Benjamin & Kate Luettel
Ravi Lulla

Ryan & Kelly Lum

Stephen & Angela Luna
Matthew Lunning
Lutheran Church of the Master
Denise Mac Millan
Michael & Suzanne Macaulay
John & Janice Machian
Edward & Dinah Manning
Anayeli Martinezreal

Ross Mathiasen

Tom & Madeleine Matthews
Jeremy & Elizabeth Mayer
Keely McAleer

Kevin McArthur

Brett McCarthy

Don & Kathy McClenahan
Scott McCollister

Gordon & Sharon McDonald
Phil & Katie McDonnell
Chris McElligott

Daniel McGill

Mike & Ruth Ann McGrath
Rev. Eldon J. McKamy
Betsy McNeil

Charlie & Maggie McNeil
McNeil Company Builders
PJ. & Shannon McNeil
Patrick & Sharon McNeil
Tami & Tom McNeil

John McVay

Robert & Susan Medlin
Gerald & Sharon Melchior
Annie & Thomas Messersmith
Travis & Malia Meyer

Tulia Meyer

Carrie Miles

Heather Miller

Michaela Miller

Frank Miratsky

Jenna Mitchell

Duane Moffatt

Bob & Margaret Monaco
John & Kay Monzingo



Claudia Moore

Gary Moore

Sarah Moore

Stephen Moore

Thomas & Mary Morinelli
John Morley & Molly Loesche
Mike Morris

Jim & Madeline Moyer
Kathy & Lou Mrla

Sandeep Mukherjee

Urmila Mukherjee

Travis Mullins

Timothy & Kristina Mundorf
Kelly & Kathleen Mutchie

Mutual of Omaha
Insurance Company

Trey Mytty

Anthony Nebelsick
Nebraska Medicine

Amy Nelson

Craig & Brenda Nelson
Dorothy Nelson

George & Kathy Nelson
Joseph & Patricia Neuberger
Garrett Neuman

Christine & David Nikunen
William & Carol Nish

Brian Nolan

Earl & Mona Nolte

Brenda Novak

Rev. James F. Novotny
Karen Nowak

Jason Oberg

Chris & Shayla O'Brien

Offutt Air Force Base
Capehart Chapel

Michael O’Leary

Janet S. Olechoski

Ann Oleson

Omaha Federal Credit Union
Gerard & Christine Ortner
Rev. Gary Ostrander

David & Suzanne Overholtzer
Mike & Amy Owens

Tom & Toby Pacer

Dennis & Mary Ann Palma
Patrick Parker

Barb Parkyns

Mrs. Caroline Parys

John & Joyce Passarelli
Wayne & Sarita Penka
Joselyn Perez Deleon

Ray Pesek

Michelle Petersen
Katherine Pfannenstiel
Christa R. Pichler

Dan Pink

Michael Pirruccello
Sheryl Pitner

Dan & Kris Placzek
Pleiss Family Foundation
Dan Podpesker

Emily Poeschl

Joe & Erin Pogge

Randy Portrey

Mary Pospishil

Rebecca Potter

Stuart & Erin Poyner
David Preucil Jr.

Dan Preusser

Patrick & Clare Prince
Connor Pugno

Lance & Amy Purdy
Wendy Queck
Jacqueline Quigley

Scot & Kathleen Rainbolt
Daniel & Vickie Ramaekers
Tom & Beth Rankin
Robert & Linda Rausch
Bill & Megan Reay

Bill & Marilyn Reece
Christopher Reed

Karen & David Reese
Jim & Mary Regan
Cathleen Reinhardt
James Reinhardt
Michelle & John Reinhardt
Gerald & Virgina Relford
Kevin & Linda Renner
Gloria Rettenmaier
Thomas P. Richter

Mary Ridge

Louis Riedmann

Thomas & Marcia Riley
Lou Anne Rinn

Bob & Sharon Rion

Brian Ritter

Carla Rizzo

Sarah Robak

Del & L. LaRue Roberts
Martina Roberts

Tom & Shelly Roberts
Rochester Armored Car Co, Inc
Matthew Rodriguez

Jon & Linda Roeder
Faith & Cole Rothenberger

Max Rudolph

Amanda Ruh

Gayla Rushing

Saint Joseph Catholic Church
Robert Salerno

John & Maxine Sanford
Toni L. Santee

Marge Schmaderer

Mark Schupack

William Schutz

Greg & Mary Schwietz
Melody & Thomas Scott
Carl & llene Sedlacek
Michael Serpa

Dallas & Beth Settles
Tony & Julie Sgroi

Robin Shadlow

Raynee Shanahan

Shawn & Stefanie Shanahan
Beverly Sharpe

Dorothy Shewan

David & Patricia Shinbara
Jane Shinn

Peggy Shirley

Lori Siebler

Blake & Tykena Simms
Notre Dame Sisters

Joe & Julie Skradski

John & Karla Skradski
Daniel & Deborah Slattery
Tamara Sloan

Cody Smallwood

Adam Smith

Elizabeth Smith

Michelle Smith

Wayne & Carmen Smith
Ted & Ellen Snoddy

Cari Sommer

Kelly & Gregory Sosso
South O Melting Pot
Southeast Affordable Housing
Judith Spaen

Jeff & Jen Sparrock
Joanna Spaulding

Julie Springer

St. Gerald Catholic Church
Gregory Staskiewicz

Jill Steinheider

Janae Sternberg

Mary Stevens

Robert Stevenson

Mary Stocks

Theodore & Alice Stolinski

Carol Stotts

Natalie Stroud

Thomas Strudel

Corrie Suhr

Joseph Sullivan

Mark & Teresa Swanson
Amy Swartwood
Sysmex America
Amelia Talley

Hallie & Jason Talley
Travis & Jade Tangeman
Michael Taylor

Steven & Erlinda Taylor
Mike & Vicki Tederman
Kris Tevis

Shaun Tevis

Jonathan & Ruth Tewes
Janet & Don Thayer
The Knot Worldwide
Christina Thomas

Dick Thompson

Sam & Joan Thompson
Daniel Thrasher

Dave Thrasher

Sandra Tiefenthaler
Janie Tinder

Elmer Tiniguar

Gerald & Rosemarie Tomka
Cynthia Tonniges
Kiwanis Club Of Bellevue
Trinity Church

Trinity United
Methodist Women

Judy & Omer Trout

Mary Turley

NHAP

Tracy Tylkowski

Michele Urzendowski
Don & Mary Vacek
Lawrence Vacek Sr.

Molly & Steve Vacha

Yuri & Julie Veomett
Alice Villone

Francis & Barbara Vinci
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Vlock
Deb & Scott Vosika

Paul Vovk

Sue (Hull) Walsh

Larry & Rose Ware
Stacey Warner

Michael Weaver

Nancy & Michael Weaver
Kurt Weidauer
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Greg & Deb Weideman Dale Widhalm Woods & Aitken Wright Printing
Amy & Terence Weidner Lauren Wilkinson Jerry & Jennifer Woodward Carole Yanovich
Virginia Weidner Laura Wilwerding Teresa Wooten Elizabeth & Eric Zdyb
Donna & Stephen Weis Katina Winters Mark & Marsha Wright Jenny Zimmer
James & Nancy Weiss Women of Pilgrim Richard Wright Tom & Gail Zink

. Lutheran Church .
John Weitl ) Robert Wright Joe & Margaret Zucco
John T. White L Tracy & Susan Wright

$40 for 40 years

BECOME A MONTHLY DONOR

It's Stephen Center’s 40th anniversary! Help us Celebrate by giving $40 per
month in honor of 40 years of service

Immediate Impact

Every dollar you give is immediately put to work, providing food,
shelter, and essential services to those in need. Your continuous
support means continuous relief and hope for countless lives

Hassle-Free Giving

Set it and forget it! Your donation automatically happens
each month, making giving easy and hassle-free. Focus on
what matters most, knowing your support never wavers.

Sign Up Now & Start Making A Difference!

Visit stephencenter.org and click “Donate,” or call our office at (402) 731-0328.
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Spread holiday cheer by donating new board games, clothes, gift
cards and other small items to the Stephen Center Merry Mart.
Parents will have the opportunity to shop for their own children, and
every client at Stephen Center will get a gift on Christmas Day.

Deliver your gifts to Stephen

NEEDS LIST Center's Donation Dock, located at
2723 Q Street. The dock is open

Board Games Monday - Friday from 10 a.m. - 6
Craft Kits for Children and Adults pm ard V#eekengg from NCDF .
Travel Coffee Mugs D.M
Reusable Water Bottles e

$10 Gas Station Gift Cards ol
- Movie Theatre Gift Cards Or Sth} fI'O-'T] our WEShll:'L al

- Baseballs, Basketballs, Footballs nttps://stephencenter.org/donation-
Hoodies/Sweatpants/Leggings, all sizes f§ center/
+ Costume Jewelry Sets
o Friday, December 14th is the
deadline to donate!!
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Stephen Center gratefully accepts donations of:

Cereal

Coffee

Over-the-counter medications (ibuprofen, acetaminophen)
Cough Drops

Deodorant for Men and Women

Combs and Brushes

Disinfectant Wipes

New/Gently-Used Towels

New/Gently-Used Twin and Queen Sheet Sets

€ facebook.com/StephenCenterOmaha | 402.731.0238




